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Abrahams, Peter Down the Rabbit Hole
(Mystery)

Like her idol Sherlock Holmes, eighth grader

Ingrid Levin-Hill uses her intellect to solve a

murder case in her home town of Echo Falls.

Alexie, Sherman The Absolutely True Diary of
Part-Time Indian (Realistic)
Junior, making the commute from his Spokane
Indian reservation to an “off-rez” high school,
where the only other Indian is the school mascot,
narrates his experience with short paragraphs,

one-liners, and take-no-prisoners cartoons.

Almond, David  Clay (Fantasy)

Almond sets a Frankenstein monster story in a
small, contemporary English town. What if your
wish for revenge against a bully could come true?
This scary story raises big issues about God,
creativity, and evil.

Bauer, Joan Rules of the Road (Realistic)
Sixteen-year-old Jenna gets a job driving the elderly
owner of a chain of successful shoe stores from
Chicago to Texas to confront the son who is trying to
force her to retire. Along the way Jenna hones her
talents as a saleswoman and finds the strength to face
her alcoholic father. Sequel: Best Foot Forward

Bloor, Edward Taken (Science Fiction)
In 2036 kidnapping rich children has become an
industry, but when thirteen-year-old Charity
Meyers is taken and held for ransom, she
discovers that this particular kidnapping is not
what it seems.

The Rag and Bone Shop
(Realistic/Suspense)
Trent, an ace interrogator from Vermont, works to
procure a confession from an introverted twelve-
year-old accused of murdering his seven-year-old
friend.

Cormier, Robert

Howe, James Totally Joe (Realistic)
As a school assignment, a thirteen-year-old boy
writes an “alphabiography” —life from A to Z—
and explores issues of friendship, family, school,
and the challenge of being a gay teenager.

Kadohata, Cynthia Weedflower (Historical)
Twelve-year-old Sumiko and her Japanese-
American family are relocated from their flower
farm in southern California to an internment
camp on a Mojave Indian reservation in Arizona.
Here Sumiko tries to hold on to her dream of
owning a flower shop, helps her family and
neighbors and becomes friends with a local Indian
boy.

Key, Watt Alabama Moon
(Realistic/Survival)

After the death of his father, ten-year-old Moon
leaves the only home he has ever known, a
makeshift shelter hidden in the forest. He is sent
to an Alabama institution, becoming entangled in
the outside world he has never known, making
friends, enemies and eventually finding a new life
for himself. An unpredictable cross between
Hatchet and Holes.

Kidd, Sue Monk The Secret Life of Bees
(Historical)

During the summer of 1964 in rural South
Carolina, a young girl is given a home by three
black, beekeeping sisters. As she enters their
mesmerizing secret world of bees and honey, she
discovers a place where she can find the single

thing her heart longs for most.

Kluger, Steve  The Last Days of Summer
(Historical)
Set in 1940, Brooklyn, young baseball fanatic and
smart aleck, Joey Margolis needs a hero. Told
through letters between Joey and NY Giants'
rookie third baseman, Charlie Banks, news
clippings, box scores, report cards, matchbook
covers, dispatches from FDR and even an
invitation to Joey's own Bar Mitzvah. A laugh out
loud tear-jerker

A Wizard of Earthsea
(Fantasy)

A fantasy “classic” rightfully compared to
Tolkein’s trilogy. Ged was the greatest sorcerer in
all Earthsea. As a boy he was called
Sparrowhawk, awkward and reckless, hungry for
power and knowledge, he tampered with long-
held secrets and loosed a terrible shadow upon
the world. This is the tale of his testing, how he
mastered the words of power, and crossed death's
threshold to restore the balance.

LeGuin, Ursula




Day of Tears: A Novel in
Dialogue (Historical)

Lester portrays the experiences of slaves, slave-
owners, and abolitionists, from the time of the
largest slave auction in U.S. history in 1859 until
slavery was outlawed in the country

Lester, Julius

Miller, Kirsten Kiki Strike: Inside the Shadow
City (Mystery/Supernatural)
Remarkable, mysterious Kiki recruits a gang of
renegade Girl Scouts to explore a forgotten city
beneath Manhattan. Is she merely out for
adventure, or does she have a bigger plan?

Miller, Sara Miss Spitfire:

Reaching Helen Keller
(Historical)

At age twenty-one, partially-blind, lonely but
spirited Annie Sullivan travels from
Massachusetts to Alabama to try and teach six-
year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind since age
two, self-discipline and communication skills.
Includes historical notes and timeline.

Myers, Walter Dean  Fallen Angels (Historical)
17-year-old Richie Perry, just out of his Harlem
high school, enlists in the Army in the summer of
1967 and spends a devastating year on active duty
in Vietnam. Strong language.

Paulsen, Gary Lawn Boy (Realistic)
When a twelve-year-old boy starts a lawn mowing
business, he never expects to be worth half a
million dollars by summer’s end. Mowing the
lawn of an aging-hippie and e-trader sets the
adventure in motion. A fun and funny
introduction to entrepreneurship and free-market
economy.

Peet, Mal Keeper
(Realistic/Supernatural)
In an interview with a young journalist, World
Cup hero, El Gato, describes his youth in the
Brazilian rain forest and the events, experiences,
and people that helped make him a great

goalkeeper and renowned soccer star.

Perkins, Lynn Criss Cross (Realistic)
Teenagers in a small town in the 1960s experience
new feelings, question their identities, connect,
and disconnect as they search for the meaning of
life and love. “She had developed a black hole in
her brain. She could be in the middle of a normal
conversation with a boy and the instant she
thought of him that way —as a boy — the black
hole sucked all her words away.”

Pfeffer, Susan Beth Life As We Knew It
(Science Fiction)

In journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda
describes her family's struggle to survive after a
meteor hits the moon, causing worldwide

tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions.

Pixley, Marcella Freak (Realistic)
Twelve-year-old Miriam, poetic, smart, and
quirky, is considered a freak by the popular girls
at her middle school. She eventually explodes in
response to their bullying, revealing an inner
strength she did not know she had.

Eyes of the Emperor
(Historical)

Eddy Okubo, a young Japanese-American living
in Hawalii, lies about his age to join the Army with
his buddies weeks before Pearl Harbor is bombed,
only to be treated unjustly by the Army because of
his heritage.

Salisbury, Graham

Seth, Kshmira Keeping Corner
(Historical)

In India in the 1940s, widows, whatever their age, must
shave their heads, wear drab clothing and not leave the
house for one year. Thirteen-year-old Leela's happy,
spoiled childhood ends when the man she is arranged to
marry dies. Suspenseful, sad, thought provoking, but
ultimately uplifting, Leela’s hope of happiness is
realized.

The Schwa Was Here
(Realistic/Supernatural)
Is it possible for a human being to be invisible?
The Schwa nearly is, but Antsy notices him and
the two boys devise a scheme to make big bucks.
Hilarious and touching.

Shusterman, Neal

Notes From The
Midnight Driver
(Realistic)

After being assigned to perform community
service at a nursing home, sixteen-year-old Alex
befriends a cantankerous old man who has some
lessons to impart about jazz guitar playing, love,
and forgiveness.

Sonnenblick, Jordan

Tashjian, Janet The Gospel According to Larry
(Realistic)

Seventeen-year-old Josh, a loner-philosopher who

wants to make a difference in the world, tries to

maintain his secret identity as the author of a web

site that is receiving national attention. Sequel:

Vote for Larry

The Red Thread
(Fantasy/Time Travel)
Bothered by insomnia, nightmares, and
claustrophobia, sixteen-year-old Dana sees a
therapist who hypnotizes her into remembering
past lives, involving her in an age-old mystery
and causing her to question what kind of person
she is.
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